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KS1/KS2] 4-11 years

WHAI MATTERS
MOST AT I

How will you teach Holy Week
and Easter to the 4-11s this year?

*Aside from chocolate eggs

ost schools use the occasion of a festival to teach about it. We do Divali at Divali
time and Eid at the end of Ramadan, Because there is always a school holiday
around Easter, some schools find it hard to make the best use of the opportunity:
children learn about Jesus' death, but the resurrection story has already fallen off
tha agenda by the time tamn starts, Here are soma vared and possibly fresh ways of
working that might energise lzarning about Holy Week and Easter for your younger puppils.
Teaching a festival well in RE should always add to pupils’ understanding of what kinds of
things religious festivals might involve, The five elements in the diagram are simple enough for
pupils to undarstand: these five added togather will make a festival,
In the Christian celebrations around Holy Week and Easter, thers are of course key events:
Jesug' last supper, the crucifidon and the empty tomb, Thase events connect to baliefs
about salvation and life after death. They connect to values such as self-sacnfice, love and
forgivenass, They connect to the practice of Eucharist, bread and wine to remember Jasus, the
place of the cross in Christianity and the practices of Easter worship across the world, Teachers
who keep these links in mind as they tell the stones are often able to make helpful simple
connections, showing progress for pupils in the 4-1 age range.
It iz obvious in & way that the fun stuff’ of festivals is what makes them religions’ most
popular offer — many more people calebrate Christmas and Easter than goto church on an
average Sunday, even those only loosely associated with Christian identity or community,
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IDEAS FOR TEACHING ABOUT

HOLY WEEK

01 “What matters
most at Easter?’

A magic question. The answer
‘chocolate’ is always contested!
Maks this into a real question
by playing Kim's Game with
nine artofacts. | would use: a
hot crossed bun, a large nail, 20
silver coins, a plastic donkay,

a crucifix, an empty cross, a
chocolate rabbit, a boiled egg
and a bandage.

02 Recalland
connect:

Once pupils have played Kim's
Game and studied the nine itams,
ask who can say how each one is
connacted to the Easter festival
and Jasus' story,

03 Take away ...

Ask the pupils to suggest a ‘take
awsay s which one of the objects
does not matter too much?
Which one can you have Easter
without? Then remove another,
and ancther, until you have threa
objects left. Why do these three
matter most at Easter?

AND EASTER:

04 Connect up:

How does each object link
to a belief that Christians
hold? Beliefs include:

» Jesus was like a
great king,

« Bread and wine
bring paople into
lesus’ roal presance.

»  There is life after
death

« ‘Lowe is stronger
than death.

» ‘Salvation from ewvil
and death comes
from Jasus!

05 30 sentences:

O the next page is a
30-santence reteling of tha
stories of Holy Week and
Easter. Give each pupil one
sontonce to illustrato, and
create a class picture book of
the story. Share it with young
pupils - you could maka a
classroom gallary and invita
children from three wears balow
yours to come and receive a
guided tour.

06 If Peter was

atweeter ...
Give children mobile phona
outlines and ask them to
write Peter’s tweets during
this momentous wesak.
And perhaps Pilate’s wife's
tweeats, And maybe Mary's
tweeats. It is a cunosity-
driven way to get a mew
take on the stories from
different perspectives.

07 Press releases and
NEWspaper pages.

This is a mora challanging

activity. Put pupils in the roles

of journalists and withesaas

1oy, first, the events of Good

Friday, then the avents of

Easter Sunday. Run a rola

play prass conferencs for

both days, and get pupils to

write up the stories for the

Jarusalom Star, Roman Times
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